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Daughters and Dad's Approval
lT'5 NO SECRET that the past few de-
cades have tr-ansforned traditional
gender .elationshils. Both men ud
wonen are operating by a whole new

Giver t]le delth of the change, you
mignt expect a dramatic alreration ir
one of the most fundanental male-fe-
male relationships: the one berween

In my research into tire lives of
some 75 hjsh'achievin8, cleely tude-
pendent wome4 I knew that I would
find a powedul comection between
them and the flrst me! in thel lives.
Mmy other studies have confirned it,
What sur'lrised me was how deep
(and surpisinsly tradjtional) the bond
is, how powertul it remajns through
out thei. lives, dd how resilient it
ce be-even when a father has
caused it giievous halm,

Therc is, of course, the io(e of his'
tott here, It h6 always been the fa
ther's job to prctect the daughter u-
iil she is rcady to be hdded off to the
proteciion of dorher man, Thowh
time has softened the transaction for
one thing, wonxen have long had a say
in the matter-the bsic concept has

It has ro headlorq, however, into
the paradigm nttlng change in fe
nale possibility over the past several
generations. h the halls of vjtually
all professjoDl schools, the nmber of
wonen now equals of surpasses the
nunber of men. New census fisurcs
show tlat workine women afe, on the
whole, bett€r educared thd workine
men. And new female mmgels are
being hircd at the sane rate as nales.

In families with children, more thft
70% depend on two incomes. Some
40% of mothers work llll time. h one
in thrce couples, the wife brings hone
norc than the husband. Women are
starting their oM businesses at twice

A power structure thar las tetd
since the days when men hunred and
women gathered is changins before
ouf eyes. But it has not affected all
mb'lenale relationships the same
way. I asuined that daughters would
€xert the same independence in their
oM fmilies as in other deas of their
lives, bur I foDd the opposite.

No matter how successfrrl their ca-
reers, how happy their m.rriages, or
how tulillling their lives, women told
me that their happiness passed
tbrcugh a lilter of their fathers' reac-
tiont. Many told me that they rrjed to
rehove the filter dd-much to their

THOUGH GENDER relationships haw changed dramaticatty in dodern tmes, the
tatherdauqhter bond remains 5!rprisinqly trsditional,

during a girl's formatjve years rcso-

Abigail is a good exmple. A youg,
ilrst-time mother, she rememben hef
phys'cian father as prone to severe
mood swines ud i.ightehins b€hav
ior while separaiiry froh he. motler,
he made a "statement" by d.agging
fumitue from the ho6e ro rhe front
laM and settjng it on fire. He told her
at age 8 that the oriy reason he M.-
ded in the first place was becaus her
mother was pregnanr with Abigajl
and that he nevef really wanred her.
Yet she renehbefs loving hln even as
she Fared hi4 &d she o€dits him
with her deterninatio[ attdetjcish
fld love oi the outdoors-

cood lathef, bad fatler, indifferent
iather, absent father: In my work
with the wonen whose srories form
the heart ofmy book, I encoutered
urem all. The stories are as different
as the women thehselves. 3ut I
foud one thing tine and agajr: Onr
fathers are a potent and endnring

We know tlEt fatheN play a key
role ih the development and choices
of Urejr daughteN. Bnt even for
women whose ihthers had been ne-
glectlul or abusive, I lound a hunger
ibr app.oval, They wanted a wam fe-
latjonslip with men who did not de-
serye any relationshi! at atl.

Part of this need tales form early
in life when a iather is a sirl3 por
tal to the world of men,I call fathers
a girl3 CIS Aender positioning sys-
tem. It's how women begin to odent
themselves in a confusing and (€spe
cially of late) fluid landscape ofeen

Absent thar cts, nany women
find thenselves adrift. Mallorx a 34-
year old chiroprador who described
a cold and disinteresred father, srill
las trouble dealjng with the atten-
tion she gets froh men, She said, .,1
don't feel I know how to flirr very
well or €rytage with men very weU,,
Would that be different if hef rela-
tionship with her fathef had been dif-

Nontraditional fmiljes are gainiry
acceptance everywh€re, froh TV sit
cons to ou own neighborhoods, But
.ven in such families that are suc,
cessful in every other r€rpcct, I
fornd that the absenc€ ofa father
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